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TO THB 

SURVIVING 
OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS 

OF THB • 

LEXINGTON COMPANY OF MILITIA, 

WHO RAISED THB FIRST STANDARD OF 

0PP0SITI03^ TO BRITISH TYRAJfJfY, 

ON THE EYER-MEMORABLB MORNING OF THB 

THIS 
HUMBLE, THOUGH SINGEBE 

TRIBUTE OF GRATITUDE 

FOR THEIR 

HEBOICK DEVOTEDNESS TO THE CAUSE OF CIVIL LIBERTY, 

DISPLATED ON 
THAT TBXING AND MOMENTOUS OCCASION, 

BY THE AUTHOR. 



Believing that the facts in regard to the first resistance to 
British tyranny at Lexington on the morning of the 19th of April, 
1775, may be of interest to the American public at the present 
time, we publish this facsimile of a little volume^ faithfully and 
truthfully prepared by an eminent citizen of the town in confornity 
with a vote passed Dec. 13, 1824. 

To this we add a cut of the battle, from an old well-authenticated 
picture, showing the position of forces, buildings, &c. 

C. A. Wellington. 

Lexington, April, 1875. 
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npology, it is presumed, will be deemed neoeesary for plso- 
before the publick, at this lime, (he following alalement of 
1, reklive to the affiiir at Lexington, on the morning of the 
19(h of April, 1775. Tho-e, wki bavo undertaken to relate the 
erenla of thut day, hLtvo omined many impoitant facta and cir- 
ouiustances, iho tendency of which has been to diminish, id the 
~ ibliok ei^timadon, the impnrtance to tbe euuntry of the stand 
ido by the militia of Lexington on that morning. Tlie charac- 
of the evidence, upon which historiaLjs have relied for infonn- 
snbject, may, no douht, be aseiihed as the cause of 
this omission. This consisted, principally, of certain ex imrte 
depoaitiona and individual stattmcnts, taken and made for parti- 
eulor purpssos, imoiedialely after the affair happened. Gen. 
Gage, and other npoIogistB of British outrage, had asserted, that 
the people of Lexington eonitncuced the attack upon the king's 
troops. The records and Blatements* of the transactions of that 
morning, which have been generully referred to, were made with 
a view of contradicting ihese felso accounts, — of giving [o tie 
conduct of the Biitish aoldiery at Lexington the effect of rousing 
the just indignation of an opipressed and injured people, — to 
oxoncratc Capt. Parker, and the company under his command, 
from the charge of rashness, or of buving done more than was 
actually necessary iu self-defence,— and iho to pcrsuude the 
people of this coanti'y and of Great Britain, that tho king's troops, 
in tho attack made upon tho mililia at Irfxington, had been guilty 
of an act of tho moat deliberate mardcr. — Tho question, then, to 
be decided was, whether tho Americana fired first, not whether 
thej fired at all. He^-idea, the principle of law, thut a person 
was not bound to state any facts in ovidence. which might lend 
to criminate himself, was as well known at that day as at the 
present. The struggle had just commenced, and the issue waa 

• Deposilions of Cnpt. John Pnrkor and others,— Nnrrntive bv tlie 
Rev, Jonas Ciark,— nnU A I.iiier of Rev. William Uordon to a duiitle- 
man \a Englnnd, published in this countrj in 17TG. 



Soite doabtfhl. It could Dot have beeu. expected of those, who 
ad taken an actiTe part in the aflair at LeiingtOD, that the; 
wuald Tolnniarily disoWe fact?, which might, in all probabililj, 
as they then consideKd. expose iherasclTes or ibeir fnends to the 
BntiBh baiter. 

The inhabitants of LexingltHi feet it to be parlicularly incnm^ 
bent on tbetn to lay this slatemetit of facts before the pnblick, at 
this time, on acconnt of Eonie recent publications stating that 

'■ AT COSCOKD THE riBST BLOOD WAS SURD BBIWEEN THB 

Bbitish anh the arhed Ahericass ;" and al^o, that tfae 
" nnsT FORCisLB resistance" was made at that place. 

These statements, coming &diu very respectable sources, 
wore viewed by the people of Lexinglon as not only ca)cD)at«d 
to give an erroneous impreasioa to the world respecting the pltw«, 
where the revolutionary war eommeneed ; but, more particularly, 
to deprive l.he town of Lexington of the honour of having raised 
the first slttDdard of an armed opposilion to the unjust and ty- 
rnonical measures of the mother countiy. The citizens of Lex- 
ington consider it abo an indispensable duty, which they owe as 
well to the memory of their fellow townsmen, whose blood be- 
came the firet ofieiing upon the altar of their conndy's freedom, 
OS to their survivors, who boldly daxei to begin the bloody con- 
fliot for independence, to endeavour to show, by a simple state' 
ment of well aathentieated facta, the inaccuracy of theee reocnt 
publieatiooB. If these statements should he received and handed 
down as correct matter for the historian, the people of Lesington 
plainly foresaw, that, when the present generation shall have 
passed away, and the hand of time shall have erased the inscrip- 
tion upon the humble, though imperishable monument, erected 
in graieful commemoration of their brave and patriotick towns- 
men, who fell in the first gloiions attempt to defend the libertiea 
of the country. — future generations might ask, in vain, to know 
the cause, for which this monument was raised. — Accord- 
ingly, at a pnblick town meeting, recently called for the purpose, 
the inhabitants appointed a committee, consisting of the Hon. 
Nathan Chandler, Rev. Charles Briggs, Eliaa Phinney, Abijah 
Harrington, Amos Musay, Cbarica Eeed, John Muzay, Benjar 
min 0. Wellington, and I'Vancis Bowman, Jun. Esquires, to collect 
and publish a statement of such fuels, relative to tbe affair at 
Lexington, on the morning of the 19th of April, '75, as may be 
supported by andonbted testimony, and which may be calculated 
bo place the tranEactions of tbat day before the publick in their 
true light. In diFchnrging this commission, the committee have 
strictly aimed at the truth, not assuming any thing for fact, 
which was not proved by satis&ctory evidence. 
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XN the beginning of tho year 1774, the British Parliament 
"for the bettor regulatioo of (he government of 
the Province of the Ma§saohuaetts Bay in New England."' 
The object of this law was to enable tha king to take the life of 
of this Commonwealth at liis pleasure ; not, however, 
without tho pTstended solemnity of jadicial proceedings. The 
dark and murderous designa upon the lives and libertiea of these 
colonial Bubjeots were to be afi'eefed in the following manner : 
The govemour, who held hia office by direct appointment from 
the king, wae to appoint the justices of the .Supreme Court, and 
the sheriffs, Tho jurors were not to be appointed by the free- 
holders, as had before been tho coarse, but to be summoDed by 
the sheriffs. Constables were required to deliver to the justices, 
ennually, a list of the persons qualified to be jurors, and the 
justices were to deliver a copy of this list to the Bheriffa, with 
the intent, that the justices and [he sheriff ahoold ascertain the 
political character of those on the list. In default of suoh list, 
tbe sheriff was to summoii whom he pleased from among the 
people. If the list was returned, the selection was to be made 
from that, Thus the govemour was tho creature of tho king ; 
the justices and sheriff the creatures of the governour, appointed 
without consent of the council ; and the jurors the creatures of 
the sbeiiff. Tho king therefore, when so disposed, could, by 
means of ihid law, despatch any citizen of this Commonwealth 
obnoxious to him, by merely intimating to tbe govemour, that 
such was his will and pleasure. But the same Parliament, judg- 
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ing it higMy probable, that llie people of tiia cobny would i 
the execution of their bloody and tyrannical proceedings, paa 
anolhcr kw, about the same time, providing, that, if a.ny pora 
shonld be indioleil fof murder or other capital offence coramitW 
in aiding magii^lrDcy, the governour might ^end &Dch person | 
another colony, or to Great Britiiin, to be tried* Thia t( 
viding amore Gutnmory mode tUnn a puhlick njo;^k trial, to t 
the life of iho accuEcd citizen, and subji?oled him at once i 
Britlfh bayonet. — In the first place, it was not prohuble, that j 
grund jnry, thus selected hy the sheiiff, would indict the soldtei 
who might be guilty of niurdcriog a citizen ; but, if this i 
pcoted event of being indicted should happen, the law pioridM 
for him a retreat froii) danger. 

Gen. Gage arrived in Boston the I3th May, 1774. On the 
6lh ScptenibtT following, the delegates of Suffullc county re- 
solved, that no obedience was due to the said nets. Gen. Warren 
is supposed to haye written these resolves, which were afterward 
expressly sanctioned hy the Conlinenlal Congress. In the same 
month, the Provincial Congress resolved to enlist men to turn out 
at a minute's warning, and elected ihreo generaLj, Preble, Ward 
and I'omeroy. In November, they resolved to raise twelve 
thousand men, and that a fourth part of the militia should be en- 
listed as minute men, and notified the neigiibouring colonies, and 
the ministers of the several towns in the province, of these hold 
nnd patrtotick resolutions, and apprised them of the hloody 
scenes, which they apprehended to he approaching. 

In the same month of November, the king informed his Tai- 
liament, that he hml taken measures to carry these laws into ex- 
ecution, which the House of Commons, iu their answer, approved, 
as did also the House of Loids. At this portentous moment. 
Lord Chatham, who clcaily perceived, that some catastrophe, 
awful and tremendous to Eugland. would soon take ptaea in 
Massachusetts, suddenly appeared in the House of Peers, and 
exerted his utmost eloc^uence to have the Brilish troops removed 
fiom Boston ; hut in vain. 

On the 9th February, 1775, tha Lords and Commons jointly 
addressed the king, and requested him to enforce obedience to 
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tbese laws, and osanred him the; would stand by bim 
lires ati'^ properly.* 

On tbe tame 9ili day of Febrairy, the Proi-incial Congress of 
MaasacbuscttH, theo in session at Cambridge, resolvad, that " JeJe- 
diuh Proble, Artomas Ward, Sath Pomaroy, John ThomaB, and 
"William Heath, be, and hereby are appointed general ofSoers, 
whose Intsinesa and daty it shall be, with each aad bo many of 
tlie militia of this provinca as ^hall be assembled by order of tbe 
Comialtlec of Safety, eSoctually to oppose and resist tuch attempt 
or attempts as fibati be made for carrying into eiccution an act of 
the Biitiah Pui'li.iment, cniitled ' An Act for tbe better regulation 
of the government of the Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England,' and who shall attempt the carrying into execution by 
force another act of the British Furliament, entitled ' An Act 
for the more impartial ad ministration of ju-'itiae in CLises of per- 
sons, who shall be questioned for any act done by them in the 
esecntioa of the law, or for the suppression of liuls and tumults 
in ihe Province of Slassachusetts Bay,' so long as the said mili- 
tia shall bo retained by the Committee of Safety, and no longer. 
And the said general officers shall, while in said service, com- 
mand, lead, and eondnet in the said opposition, in the order 
in which they arc above named." Preble declined the service, 
and, on the 15th February, John Whitcomb was appointed in hia 
place, t 

The nature and object of the laws mentioned in Ibis resolve, 
have been before explained. This resolve, which is, in fact, little 
short of a duularaiion of war against an empire, at that time, 
perhaps, the most powerful in the eastern hemisphere, by one 
of its provinces, is very remarkable fur its calm language, mi- 
nute details, aod great precision. It indicates the great dignity 
and the exalted patriotism of tho Provincial Congress, aail. at 
the same time, is dcmoostralive of a consciousness, that tho jos- 
tice of their cause did not admit of a doubt. The contrast ex- 
hibited by the king's speech, and the Parliamentary proceedings 
of tbe same period, is equally remoi'kablc. In them, violent de- 
I indicate tbe tumult and rago of unprincipled men, 
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conscious, tbat they were exerting a mighty force in a wicked 
and infamous cause. 

The immediate cause, then, of the Battle of Lexington, was 
the attempt of the British troops to carry into execution these 
arbitrary and detestable laws, directly^ by seizing the persons of 
some eminent patriots, and indirectly^ by destroying the Provin- 
cial stores. The issue, for the trial of which the appeal to arms 
was finally made, was, whether the British king and his soldiers 
should take the lives of our citizens at their plea-^ure. 

The town of Lexington is about twelve miles north-west of 
Boston, and six miles south-east of Concord. It was originally a 
part of Cambridge, and, previous to its separation from that town, 
was called the ** Cambridge Farms." The act of incorporation 
» bears date March 20, 1712. The inhabitants consist principally of 
hardy and independent yeomanry. In 1775, the list of enrolled 
militia bore the names of over one hundred citizens. 

The road leading from Boston divides near the centre of the 
village in Lexington. The part leading to Concord passes to the 
left, and that leading to Bedford to the right of the meeting- 
house, and form two sides of a triangular green or common, 
on the south corner of which stands the meeting-house, 
facing directly down the road leading to Boston. The road 
is perfectly straight for about one hundred rods below the 
meeting-house, and nearly level. The common is a pleasant, 
level green, containing about two acres, surrounded by trees, 
having, on the left, a gently rising knoll, on which stands a monu- 
ment, of granite, ** erected by the town in 1799, under the 
patronage and at the expense of the Commonwealth," and bears 
the names of those who ** fell the first victims to the sword " of 
British aggression, on the morning of the 19th of April, 1775. 
The meeting-house, which was built in 1794, stands about twenty 
feet north of the ground, on which the former house stood. At 
the right of the meeting-house, and separated from it by the road 
leading to Bedford, stands the tavern house, late Buckman's, 
now Meriam's. On the north side of the green, in the rear of the 
meeting-house, at about twenty rods distant, are a number of 
buildings, standing nearly on a line, which forms the northern 
boundary of the common. North of these is a tract of low, 






rarapy ground ; betind whioli tha land becomea hilly. The 
r groimda in the neighbourhood of the village ere Mly and 
rokon. 

L very enrly period of those controversies with the mother 
intry, which preceded the revolutionary war, the inhabitants 
of Lesington took a firm and decided stand in favour of the 
rights and liberties of the province. On all questions, which 
agitafei the publiok mind, tboy unanimously acted with prompt- 
energy. Earnest in their profe^ona of atfochment to 
ise, they cheerfully made every sacrificfl, which 
d required. Their pastor, the late Kev. Jonas 
Hark, had been their minister from the year 1755. His alli- 
ance, by marriage, to the family of John Hancock* led to an 
intimacy between them, which subsisted as long as Gov, Han- 
cock lived. . To this circumstance may, in some measure, be at- 
tributed the early participation, aa well as the firm and spirited 
patriotism manifested by Mr. Clark, on all subjects connected 
with the liberty and independence of the country. Few men 
Id appeal to the hearts or understandings of their hearers 
;h better effect ; and no clergyman did more to strengthen the 
luds and encourage the hearts of bis people. To a miod well 
endowed with practical knowledge, Mr. Clark joined an unusual 
share of well directed zeal, and an ardency of character, which 
would have gained him distinction in a sphere much more ele- 
vated than the one, in which he was destined to move. His 
spiriled eloquence was employed, on all proper occasions, in 
rousing bis hearers to a sense of the dangers, which threatened 
their liberties, and m urging them to the adoption of measures, 
which might either avert, or enable them to meet without dis- 
may the impending crisis. 

The records of the (own of Lexington furnish ample and 
honourable testimony of the interest which was felt, and the 
aeal with which the inhabitants participated in those important 
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Mrs. Clark'* mother was tlia sister of Gor. Hancock, Tba Rav. 
UancoDk, grandfather of Got. Hancock, woa tlie itnmeilialD pre- 
or of Mr. Clark, in llie ministry, at Lexington. Hia eldest son, 
'Rev, John Hancock of Brainiree, a high]; accompliahcd preacher, 
father of llie governour. 
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publick measures, which resulted in our glorious revolutioiL 
In 17C5, the inhabitants, in publick town meeting, unanimously 
expressed their disapprobation of the stamp act. They com- 
plained, ** that it was unequal, unjust, and imposing a yoke upon 
them too heavy to be borne, — a direct violation of the rights and 
privileges secured to them by the charter." At the same time, 
they instructed their ** representative in the Great and General 
Court not to encourage, aid or as&ist in the execution of said act; 
but to endeavour, as far as consistent with allegiance and duty to 
their- lightful sovereign, by all calm and dispassionate, but with 
firm, explicit and resolute measures, to assert their charter rights 
and privileges; and to have the same so entered upon record, 
that the world might see, and future generations know, that the 
present both knew and valued their lights, and did not tamely 
resign them for chains and slavery." 

At a publick meeting of the inhabitants of the town, in 1768, 
called for the purpose of taking into consideration the distressing 
situation of the province, after reciting the charter of William 
and iMaiy, by which all the rights and immunities of free and 
natural subjects, which were enjoyed by those born within the 
realm of England, were granted to the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince, and that the General Court therein constituted have the 
sole right to impose all taxes necessary for the support of his 
majesty's government of the province, and the protection of his 
subjects therein, it was resolved, "that the attempt of the 
Biiiish Parliament to levy money within this province, in any 
other manner than is pointed out by the said royal charter, is a 
violation thereof." They protested against the right of the king 
or Parliament to tax them, except by their own consent, or by 
representatives of their own free election ; or to maintain stand- 
ing armies among them in time of peace. At the same time, 
they made choice of a suitable person ** to join such as were, or 
might be, sent from the several towns in the province, to consult 
and advise what might be best for the publick good at that criti- 
cal juncture." 

In December, 1772, they earnestly recommended to their 
representative in '* the Great Court of Inquest for the Province," 
" to use his utmost influenoe, by all impartial and dispas^onate 
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jflect a rndical nnd lasting redresa of their gricran- 
CG3, ao tliat, whether successful or not, succeeding generations 
luiglit know, tlmt they under^itood their righla and libcrlies, and 
wero neither ashamed nor afraid to assert and maintain Uiera ; 
and that they might bave Iho consolation, in their oliains, that it 
was not through tlieir neglect, that the people wero enslaved." 

In December, 1773, tbo town unanimously resolved, that 
they would not, eitlior directly or indirectly, bo concerned in 
buying, selling or using any of tho teas sent out by the East 
India Company, or tiiat should be imported, subject In a duty 
imposed by an act of Parliament inado for tlia purpose of raising 
a revenue in Amciica ; and that if any head of a family in that 
town, or any other person, should, from that time fortli, or until 
the duty was taken off, purchase, use or conauine any tea in thdr 
families, they should be treated with negleet and contempt. 

During tho year 1774, numerous town meetings were held, at 
which it wiw "voted to renew and increase the town's stock of 
ammunition j" to encourage raililary discipline, and to put 
themsolvfs in a pasture of defence against their enemies." It 
was espectcd, at this time, that the British Parliament would 
soon attempt to enforce their arbitrary and tyrannical law, 
passed as befnre statsd, " for the better regulation of tho govcra- 
Inent of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay." Tho " Irain- 
Lg bnnd" and " alarm list" were desired to meet on the I'ith 
lecemhcr, 1774, to receive arras and unimuuition, which had 

in provided at the expense of the town ; and, on the 28th De- 
iiber, it was vot«d to supply tho " training soldiers" with 
lyonets. 

By these (spirited, but cool and dispassionate measures, the 
town of Losiiigton manifualed their hatred to oppression, and 
their devotudness to the cause of liberty. Their proceedings 

town meetings were succeeded by duliberute pi'eparations to 
list the encroachments of arbitrary power ; (ill at length they 
resolute determination, as their last and only resort, 
to defend their riglits at tbo point of the bayonet. 

The Provincial Congress bod been in session for some time 
Bt Concord, and weta about adjourning, od the 30th March, 'T5, 
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wIkmi soino roprosontations, made by those, who had suffered bj 
t)io (li'pnvlatirtiiH of the British troop^i, on their recent ezcaraoa 
tti .l:iiii:ii«-a 1 Mains, kopt thcin together nntil the 2d of ApriL* 
On that <I.'iy. th'-y rcKMMvcd information, by an arrival from Fal- 
niiMiih in Kniihiud, of the obnoxious proceedings of the king and 
rarli:inicnt on tlut luh of February. This information was com- 
munir.'itiMl to (ho people before the govemonr had received his 
(Ii*sp:it<'hcM, wliich wore brought by the yessel from Fahnonth. 
Kmni Honuf intiniiitionn, contained in an intercepted letter, by 
thi* saino vrssi'], fnun a Mr. Manduit in England to Commissary 
llalliiwll, it was roprtcMl, that some of the leading patriots of 
till* provini'i* wrrn to 1)o seized and tried under the prorisiona 
of that wii'Ui»'i and nanguinary law of February, 1774, by which 
(111* livrs of our h(>M. citizens niiglit be taken in a manner embrao- 
in;*; the fnrni of n trial, but, in faot, a mere judicial mockery. The 
piMipIc nf tho provim^o, then, wore reduced to the alternative of 
n|MMi hit^tiliiii'M, or crud and abject slavery. Freemen, who knew 
an I valiinl tlicir privili'gos, did not hesitate as to the coarse to 
ho pnrHUiMl. Tliry had k^en exhorted at trainings^ and from the 
Hill loil th'sli, to do fend their constitutional rights, and to fight 
muniitlhf In tlio rauw of *' (tod and their country V 

.liilin nanrnrk and Saninid Adams were at this time attend- 
in;'; llio I'mvinrial ('nngress. The active and inflexible patrlot- 
iini I if thf>«« rrit'ndM to li])erty, Imd exposed them to the severe 
hniniuiUiMHinuM of men in power. In conse(][uenco of the recent 
mcaraiiivM (if iho king and Parliament, they were persuaded by 
t.hi«ir IVirnils not, to return to HoHton immediately after the ter- 
niitialion nf tlio session. They had passed their nights, during 
Iho riOM.'.ii»n, at. tho house <»f the llov. Mr. Clark in Lexington ; 
and lhi\y tarried thrre from the time it closed until the morning 
of ihn ilnh of April. 

Ilnihfr a pn^tiMiee of teaching tho grenadiers and light in- 
liinlry a nt^w moih) of (exercising, Gen. Gage had detached 
ahoiil. ci'dil. hundriMl of these from the main body of his troops, 
atid ni.'irchcd them to another part of tho town of Boston. The 
real ohj«'<;t, of this movement was, however, suspected by Gen. 

* Gordou'0 Letter. 
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JD, and immediately commtinicBted to hia friends in 
neiglibonring country towns. Tbia took place a few days before 
they marched fur Concord. 

In the afternoon of the 18th, Gen. Gage eent out a numlier of 
]i!9 officers, a part of them through Hoshury, and a purt oyer the 
ferry, through Charleslown, to reconnoitre and watch the move- 
ments of the people, and, at a proper time, to seize and detain all 
persons on the road, whom they might suspect of being engaged 
in carrying intelligence of the Intended march of his troops to 
Concord, Solomon Brown, of Lexington, who had been to 
market at Boston on the 18th, returned lato in the afternoon, 
and informed Col, William Munroe, then an orderly sergeant of 
iLe militia company, that he had seen nine British officers, 
dressed in blue great coats, passing leisurely up the road, some- 
times before and sometimes behind him, armed, as he had dis- 
covered by the occasional blowing aside of thoir great coats. 
Munroe, suspecting their intention was to soIm Hancock and 
Adams, immediately colleeled a guaid of eight men. well armed 
and equipped, and placed tliem, with himself at their head, at the 
house of Mr. Clark, which was about a quarter of a mile from 
the main road leading to Concord. The Commitlee of Safety, 
then in session in the westerly part of Cambridge, also sent in- 
formation to Hancock and Adams of the approach of these 
officers. They passed through town early in the evening on tiie 
road to Concord. 

Small parties of British officers, In the spring of that year, 
had frequently been seen making exearsiona into the country, 
early in the day, and returning before evening. But the unu- 
sually lute hour of their passing up, at this time, excited the at- 
tention of the citiKOns, and drew together, at an early tour of 
the evening, about thirty of the militia, well armed, and ready 
: any emergency, to which the critical and alarming state 
' ihinga might suddenly call them. It had been currently 
sorted, that the British had threatened, that Hancock and 
Ldams should not stay at Lexington; and it was generally bc- 
Bjieved to be the object of the officers, who bad passed up, to 
GTetly, at a late hour of the night, and seize and carry 
Boston. After some eonsultalion, it was concluded 
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by the persons present to send three of their number, Saunders, 
Brown, and Loring, toward Concord, to watch the British offi- 
cers, and endeavour to ascertain and give information of their 
movements. In the borders of Lincoln, the whole three were 
taken prisoners by the British officers, who were paraded across 
the road. During the time they held our men in custody, they 
took two other prisoners. Col. Paul Revere, and one Allen, a 
one-handed pedlar. Shortly after they released Allen. They 
also attempted to stop a young man, by the name of Prescott, 
belonging to Concord ; but, being well mounted, he turned from 
the road into the field, and, putting spurs to his horse, escaped. 
Several of the officers pursued, but could not overtake him. 

At about ten o'clock in the evening of the 18th, a detach- 
ment of British troops, consisting of grenadiers and light infan* 
try, in all about eight hundred, embarked from Boston in boats, 
and landed at Lechmere's Point in Cambridge, just as the moon 
rose. To prevent discovery, they took . a by-path leading to the 
main road, which obliged them to wade through marshy places 
and water to a considerable depth. 

Soon after these troops had left, sentinels were posted at every 
avenue of the town, to prevent carrying the intelligence of their 
march into the country. Previously, however, Gen. Warren, 
ever watchful and active in devising, as he was undaunted in 
executing, the best measures for the safc^ty of the country, had 
despatched two messengers. Col. Paul Eevere and a Mr. Lin- 
coln, with information to Hancock and Adams. Eevere passed 
over the ferry to Charlestown, procured a horse of the late 
Deacon Larkin, and rode with all speed to Lexington, where he 
arrived a little after midnight. The family of Mr. Clark had re- 
tired to rest. On the arrival of Revere, he was hailed by the 
guard, and stopped. He desired to be admitted to the house. 
Munroe, not knowing him, nor the object of his errand, refused to 
let him pass, stating, that the family had just retired to rest, 
and had desired, that they might not be disturbed by any noise 
about the house. ** Noise !" said Revere, ** you'll soon have a 
noise, that will disturb you all. The British troops are on their 
march, and will soon be among^you." He passed without fur- 
ther ceremony, and knocked at the door. Mr. Clark immedi- 



1 window, 
without replying to the 
Hancouk. Mr. Clark, y. 
to obaervQ, that it was 
admit people 



and inr[uired whe waa there. Severe, 
[[uestion, said lie wished to see Mr. 
itb his usual deliberation, waa going on 
1 critical time, and ho did cot like to 
use, at that time of night, witliont first 
knowing their business, when Hancock, who had retired to rest, 
bat not to sleep, knew Rerere's voice, and cried out, " Come in, 
r Severe ; we are not afraid of you." Shortly after, Mr. Lincoln, 
I who had come by the way of Roxhury, arrived. They both 
brought written comniiioieiitions from Gen. Warren, " That a 
large body of the king's tro(ip.=!, (supposed to be a brigade of 
twelve or fifteen hundred,) were embarked in boats from Boston, 
and gone over to Lechmero's Point in Cambridge, and it woa 
suspected, they were oi'dered to seize and destroy the stores 
belonging tj] the colony, then deposited at Concord." 

It waa immediately decided to alarm the militia; and a nnm- 

■ J>er of the guard were sent off for tiat purpose. Two of their 

■ imraber wont toward Cambridge, to ascertain the movemonta of 
tiiG troops. For the better security of the persons of Hancock 
and Adams, they were advised to retire to tie house of a Mr. 
Reed, at the north part of the town. To this Hancock objected 
in the strongest terms, declaring, "it never should bo said of 
him, that he hud turned bis back upon the British." His preser- 
vation was urged to be oF the utmost iinportance to the country, 
and, being deslituto of arms, be could do but little in opposing the 
British troops. Ho, at length, very relnctantly consented, and 
Col. Munroe conducted him, in company with Adams, about 
two miles to the northward of Mr. Clark's. Revero set off for 
Concord to alarm the people of that town, but was taken 
prisoner by the British officers, as before stated, near Bivoks's ia 
Lincoln. They examined him very closely, — asked many 
questions, to all of which he gave evaave answera. They de- 
tained him, with the other tlirce prisoners from Leslngton, till 
near three o'clock in the morniag, when, finding no prospect of 
escape. Revere, tn his turn, attempted to frighten them, by telling 

; veiy triumphant tone of voice, " Geotleraen, yon 
[liave missed yonr aim. I left Boston after your troops had 
landed at Leehmere's Point, and if I had not been certain, that 
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> people, to the ^stanre of fifiy lulet into tb 
been notified of yoai moTements, I wvoM h«Te r 
before jod sfaoald have taken me." Another b 
bell's ringing, tbe coantrj b alarmed, and yo 
meo." This appeared, in some measore, '.o all 
Afier a few moments' consoJtititrn among then 
off on thdr return to Lexington, keeping poesesM 
prisoners, till within a short distance of the mee^ 
the; halted, and ordered their prisoners to dian 
ader cntting in pieces the bridles and saddles o 
which the pri^ners rode, thej abandoned them, ■ 
full gallop toward Boston. 

The alarm had spread so rapidlj throngh Lei 
two o'clock in the morning, the miUtia cooipan; 
aasenibled. Capt. Parker ordered the roll to 
every man to charge his gnn with powder and 
marning on parade far some time, one of the 
had been sent toward Boston, returned and n 
not Icam that the regulars were coming T 
donbt as to the correctness of the account br ..„ 
and, the weather being cool, ihe 






bj ..... 

dismiEsed, i 

orders to appear again at the beat of the drum. Some of thein, 
whose bonses were in ihc imuiediala neighbourhood of the place 
of pamde, went homej but the greater part of the company 
went into Bnckman's tavern, near the mee ling-house. 

The march of the British troops was silent and rapid. One 
of the messengers, sent by out people to a-scertain if tbej were 
coming, was surprised liefore be was aware of their approach, 
and taken prisoner in Cambridge.* They thus continued their 
march undiscovered, taking and detoioing as prisoners eveiy 
person tbey met with on the road, till they bad arrivccl within a 
mile and a half of Lexington meeting-house. In order lo se- 
cure persons travelling upon the road, they would send two 
soldiers at a considerable distance in advance of the main body, 
with orders to secrete themselves, one on each side of the road, 
and when any one approached, they would allo\r him to pass 
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Acm, so as to ^t between them and tlie troopa, and tben rise 
and close upon him. In tliis way ihey had taken a number of 
oar raen, who had been sent to get information of their approach. 
Thaddeua Bowman, the lust one Bent on litis business, was 
riding prottj rapidly down the road, and had proceeded about a 
milo and a half, when his borse baoome suddenly frightened, 
stopped, and refused to go forward. In a moment he discovered 
tbe cause. Two British soldiers were perceived jost ahead, 
cutting on opposite sides of the way, close to the fence. It was 
tben day-light. While Bowman was unsuccessfully endoavooiv 
Ling, by all the means of whip and spur, to urge his horae forward, 
not conceiving of their plan t^i entrap him, he caught a glimpse 
of the main body of the British troops, then about twenty rods 
off. He instantly turned hb horse, and rode with all posmble 
speed to the meeting-house, and gave Capt. Parker the first oei> 
tain iDtelltgence of the approach of the king's tropps. About 
the same time that Bowman diacorercd them, a flanking party 
made prisoner of Benjamin Wellington, who WiS within about 
ten rods of the main road, on his way to join the company at the, 
mceting-houso. They hiok his arms from him, and, on his promise; ' 
to return home, ho was released. Wellington, however, took' 
a cross route to the meeting-house, and reached there soon after' 
Bowman. There was no longer any doubt, that the regulars 
were coming. Capt. Parker ordered alarm guns to bo fired, and 
the drain beat to arms, The orderly sergeant, William Munroo, 
was ordered to parade the men in two ranks a few rods north of 
the meet! ng-honse. Sixty or seventy had joined the tanks. At a 
little before five o'clock in the morning, the enemy appeared, at 
the distance of eighty or a hundred rods from oar line. Hearing 
the dram beat to arms, and supposing it to be a challenge,* and 
seeing the militia parading in arms, they were ordered to halt, 
charge their guns, double their ranks, and then to march at 
double quick lime. 

That so small a number of raw and inoiperienoed militia 
should have been, in some degree, appalled at the formidable ap- 
3 made by eight hundred regular troops,t is not surpris- 



" Appondix, No. 2, 
t Tbea suppowd to be [waive or fifteen bnndieJ. 



ing. Some of Capt. Parker's men, seeing tbo British load their 

moslieta, and nolicing their quick inovenieTits, Bhowed an inclii 
tion to quit tlio runts ; on which tha captain gave otdert 
every man to sinnd hii< ground, and said he would order the 
man shot, who should leave his post.* Others exprsssod tl 
determination "never to run." At the same time, they 
strictly ordered by Oapt. Parker not to fire, unless they 
attacked by the enemy. The Brilith troops came up shoutings 
and almost upon a run, till within about ten rods of our 
Their commander, Lieut. Col, Smith, advanced a fuw rods, 
esclairaed. " Lay down ;/our armi and disperse, you damned 
rebels! — Sush on tny hoys! — Fire!" and fired his own pistol, 
The order to fire not being instantly obeyed, he again called out, 
brandishing his sword with great fury, " Fire, G — d damn you I 
fire !" The first platoon then fii'od over the beads of our men. 
Col. Smith repeating his order to " fire," a general discharge 
firom the front ranks was made directly into the American ranks. 
On receiving the fire of the fii'st platoon, the Provincials imagin- 
ed the regulars had fired nothing but powder, and did not ofihr 
to return it; but, on the second discharge, seeing somo of their 
numbers fall, and others wounded, they no longer hesitated as 
to their right to resist, and some of them itnmediutely relumed 
the fire, Jonas Parker, John Slunroe, and Ehenezer Munroe, Jun. 
and some others, hrcd, before leaving the line. At the same 
time, Solomon Brown, who was not enrolled in the militia, was 
Been to fire from a wall near the left of our line, and another 
person was seen (o fire from the back door of Buckman's honse. 
These and sorao others fired, immediately on receiving the 
ncond fire from the British. Jonas Parker placed, bis ammnni* 
tion in his hat, upon the ground, between his feet. Ho ww 
wounded and fell on the second fire from the enemy. After 
this, ho discharged his piece, and even attempted to load a 
second time. He hud been frequently beard to say, he "would 
never run from the British troops." Ho redeemed his pledge, 
though with the price of his life. While attempting to load hift. 
piece a second time, the British soldiers came np, and run hiiK>j 
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tfaraagti wilh the liayonet. Ebenezcr Munroe, Jun. nimed and 
fired, after receiving one ball throngli Lla arm ; anotlier had gnaeil 
his cheek, and a. third passed between his ana and body, marking 
his coat. John Munroe, after baying fired, retreated a few rods, 
loaded his pinca a second timo with two balla, and discharged it 
at the ononiy. One of our men was seen firing from Buokinan'a 
front door. The oiFeels of the fire returned at him by the enemy 
we uow yisible on the Eidos of the door. Nathan Blunroe, Lient. 
Benjamin Tidd, and others, retreated a short distance, and lired. 
The regnlars continued to fire na long as they could see a raan 
of Capt. Parker's company in arms. Jonas Parker, Isaac Muzzy, 
Jonathan Harrington, and Robert Munroe, were killed on the 
common, on and near where our line was formed ; Samuel 
Hadley and John Brown, after ihey had gotten off the common, 
Asahel Porter, of Wobum, who had been taken prisoner by the 
British on their march to Lexington, attempted at this time to 
make his escape, and was shot within a few rods of the common. 
Caleb Harrington, who, with three others, had gone into the 
meeting-house for the purpose of replenishing their stock of 
powder, just before the British troops came up, was lulled on 
attempting to run from the house.* 

Joshua Simonda was one of the four, that went into the 
meefing-bouse for the above purpose. Thoy had succeeded in 
gelling down two quarter casks of powder from the upper loft 
into the first gallery,, and hod taken out the bead of one of them, 
'vhen the troops arrived in Iront of the house. Harrington and 
Oonuo detfirmined to hazard an attempt to escape. The third 
secreted himself in the opposite gallery. Simonds cocked his 
gun, and, laying down, placed the muzzle of it on tbo open cask 
of powder, determining, as ho afterward frequently declared, to 
blow up the house, in case any of the regulars bad come into the 
gallery. 

Tbe British suffered but little from the fire of the Ameri- 



• John Robbins, Salomon Pierpe, John Tidd, Joseph Comie, Ebo- 

ir Moaroo, Thamaa Winaliip, NuthBniel Farmer, Jcdidiah Munroe, 

Bud Prince Estabrook, were woandcd tiv the Era from the Brilish in the 

aoroing;. Jedidiah Munroe, thoagb wonndsd in the morning, fallowed 

~ie eoemf on Ihelr retreat, and was killed in the aftci-coon. 




regiment i 
wounded by a f^hot through ibe leg, and a 

the iiand.* When Jlunroc and others fired from the line, where 
our militia were drawn up, they could not diapern tha enemy 
by reason of the gmokc. Solomon Brown and the person seen 
to iire from Buckinan'a back door wcro on the right of tha 
British troops as they came up, and so situated as to have a dis- 
tinct view of them, after they fired. Brown was seen to take 
aim, and, probably, gave the wound received by the regalar of the 
tenth regiment, aa bloodt waa distinctly seen upon the ground, 
soon ai^er the battle, a few rods south of the mecdng-honse, 
Trhere the main column of the enemy stood when the Americans 
fired, and in llie direction, in which Uiown was seen to aim hia 
piece. 

Some of oar militia retreated op the road leading to Bedford, 
but most of them across a swnmp, to a rising ground north 
of the common. The builJiuga and fences, on the north side of 
the common, afforded shelter, to a few. from tha destrnctivo fire 

• of the enemy. As soon as the Lexington company had dispers- 
ed, and the firing ceased^ the British troops drew up on the 
common, fired a volley, and gave three huzzas in token of victo- 
ry. They then marched on for Concord, the nest village, about 
sii miles beyond, where they arrived without further opposition. 
Some of the Amerii^ans, who had not wltlidrawn at a great dis- 
tance, were on the battle ground immediately after the enemy 
I took up their march for Concord, and made prisoners of six 
gulars,! who were in the rear of the" main body. They wei 
I 
wl 
tal 
do 



• Hist. Coll. Vol. IV. Soc, Series, nnd Ebonezer Mnnroe's affidaTiL 

t Appandixi Nos. 1 nod 9. 
t The king's troops were deliyed at Lexington from twenty u, 
lintites. Whilo there, it is sappoaed, tliese six of their soldiers 
} taken prisonora, liiul gone into some of the hoases in the tI 
wore left behind by the main body. Tlicy were not in a bodj 
when taken, not maro than two being taken toeetber. They were 
taken within half an hoar after the miiin body of the enemy had left Iho 
on. Thnt there were priaoners inten on the morning of the 19th, 
does not admit of a donbt. Tho fact, ihnt the number of six 

n the offidavii of Jameg lieed of Burlington, an intelligent and 



^°. j 

ad ^^m 



2S 



Ik' 

I tack 



req 

I ate 



pot ander guard, and conducted to Wobnm Pni- 
cinct, now Burlington ; itence they were tnken to Chelmsford, 
The LexingloE conipnoy of militin, asseniLIcd on this trying 
ision, hod little timo to deliberate. They bad not the advan- 
of any special order or direction from any superior officer, 
ley knew it would not be right for thora to commence the at- 
tack npon tho British ; yet they felt it a duly to be in arms, 
to resist the exoculion of those ohnoxioua nnd wioked laws, by 
which they wore to be deprived of rights, held dearer than life. 
Regardless of tho event, as to themselves, tliey thought it was 
requii-ed of them to raise tho standard of opposition. Thui situ- 
ated, the occasion seemed to call them to be offered an nnre- 
iling sacrifice for the pnhliek good. History affords few exam- 
ples of men, called upon hy their counlry to give such a sangnt- 
iry proof of unyielding courage and disinteieeted virtue. Yet 
tliese gallant men showed themselves equnl to this great trial. 
Their purpose was aecomplished. The "mighty struggle" was 
'li^n.* 

The report of the bloody transaction at Lexington was 
fading in every direction with the rapidity of a whirlwind. 
The people were seen, in arms, moving swifily to the Eceno of 
action. 

The alarm reached Concord ahout the hour of four in the 
morning. Tbo time was diligently improved hy the inhabitants 
in removing and concealing the publick slures. When the ene- 
my approached the town, the Americans tlien collected retired 



respectable farmer, of snlislaiitinl, <:orri^ct c!mra<^lcr, am\ of uaqueEtiona- 
ble vcracit/. See affidavits of John Munroe, Ebencxer Monroe, anil 
James Beoil, in llio Ajipcndix. 

" Gordon, Boica, Lendmm, Holmes, nnd olliera, cxpresilj assert, 
that, at the first attack or tho British troops nt Lexington, same of the 
Americans returned their fire. All other historians, within the know- 
ledge of the writer, impliedly assert tho fact of there having hscn firing 
on tho part of tho AmericnnB. The writer knoivs of ao historian, who 
has described the events of dint dnj, except Mr. Bradford, in his lale 
BiEtoi7 of Massachusetts, that bos asserted, that tlio Americnns, on be- 
ing " OEDEBBi>" by the British coinaiiiider "(o disperse, did immedi- 
j. altlff rttin." 
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aorosa tlie north bridge to the high ground be^ad it, and ihera 

woiUMi for rcinfurcemeots from the aJjaceat country. 

Tho enemy halted near (he niceting-house, sent parties of 
troops to varioos places in the town in search of puhlick stores, 
and detached one hundred men to take posscsnon of the bridge, 
over wliuh the militia had retreatuj. 

Concord lUver. with a sbw oairent, flows along the north- 
westerly and northerly side of the village, at a short distance 
from the housea. The north bridge was about liulf a mile &om 
the meeting-house to the north. The loft bank of the river con- 
sista of level, wet ground. From the bridge the road was g. 
causeway, leading westerly over the wet grounda toward Acton. 
The road from ihe bills, where the Amenenna were statioi 
ran sontherly, till it met the causeway at right angles, 
bridge across the river was long since taken away ; the 
mentfi and causeway, however, are etill to be Eeen. 

The Provincial militia, on the hilla, perceiving the Bril 
troops attempting to remove the plnoks from the bridge 
encouraged by l.ho brave Col. Robinson and JIaj. IJuttrick 
vanee, with orders not to fire, unless fired upon. They accord- 
ingly marched toward the bridge with drums beating, the Acton 
company, commanded by Capt. Davis, marching at the bead of the 
column, led on hy Hobinsou, Buttrick and Davis. This eoii 
ny exhibited a noble self-do votednoas, eijual to that, which, 
the same morning, had been displayed by the Lesington con 
ny. under circumatanees peculiarly trying to the bravest man. 
They had not then received intelligence of the events at Lexing- 
ton, and, in their apprehension, the state of things required, that, 
for the publick good, tlicy must expose themselves to the enom] 
fire. 

The British troops had formed on the right bank of the ri' 
and, when the Americans had advanced sufficiently near, th^ 
fired across it, and Capt. Davis and one of his men were in- 
stantly killed, anil sevoral woumled. The Americana returned 
the fire with effeut, killing two, and wounding several others. 
Tbey then rushed across the bridge, and drove the enemy back, 
till they were met by a reinforcement. They then took a po^- 
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tion on s bill north of the villsge, wtere other Provincials were 
continually joioing tlieni. 

Tbc king's Iroopa, having eflected but in part tlieir object, 
in tlie destiuclion of puUIck property,* retreated in great haste 
about noon. As tbo rear of their column entered (in a causeiray, 
leading over a meadow, a little (o the enelwaid of the villuge, 
they recfiivcd a beaTj fite from tho Heading minute men, under 
Capt. John Brooks. t 

The Americans, who had hy this time collected in considera- 
ble mimbers, pressed upon the ISritisli troops with great fury, 
and kopt np a constant and well directed fire fi'om every fevoor- 
sble position. Such poi-_itiona occurred very frequently, tho road 
from Concord to Lexington being very hilly and crooked, and 
having, at that time, many forests and tbickets near it. The 
enemy returned the firo of the Americans, but witliout mach ef* 
feet. In Lincoln they were met by the Lexington company un- 
der Capt. Parker, who had collected most of bis men, and was 
proceeding to Concord, Copt, Parker turqed adde into tho 
fields, and, as the enemy passed, tlicy vtero expascd to a most 
galling and deadly fire from bis greatly exasperated men. The 
pursoers had now mustered in snch numbers, and huns so close 
upon tbcir rear, that the BriiL^b officers could ivitb difBculty 
preserve the order of their troops. Al! was burry and confusion ; 
and BO cniiiely were tliej esbaiistcd, they must, no doubt, have 
Boon surrendered to the victorious Americans, bad they not been 
met at Lexington by a leio force men t, consisting of a tbousand 
fresh Iroopa, with two field pieces, under Lord Percy. The 
rotreatbg troops baited a mile below the meeting-house, and, 
a tome refreshment, thoy proceeded, under cover of 



Whila Bt Concordj the enemy disabled tw 
dcslrojiag their cnrringcB, wliceii luiil liiaUcn; : 
three pgnndcra ; two carriage*, witli whcols, for tw 
veiglit of balls, ivliitli ihoy ilirew in 



twcnty-fbnr ponnders, 
xtccn wIicfIs for brass 

four poundera ; about 
I tho river and nulls ; 



t Afterward Gov. Brooka. 
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The following is a connect List of the Provincials^ who were 
hilled, wounded and missing in the Action of the l^th of 
April, and the towns to which they respectively belonged. 



Killed in the 
Morning. 



Killed in the 
Afternoon. 



LEXINGTON. 

Jonas Parker, 

Robert Munroe, 

Samuel Hadley, 

Jonathan Harrington, Jnn. 

Isaac Muzzy, 

Caleb Harrington, 

John Brown, 

Jedidiah Munroe, 

John Raymond, 

Nathaniel Wyman, 

John Robbins, 

Solomon Pierce, 

John Tidd, 

Joseph Comie, 

Ebenezer Munroe, Jun. 

Thomas Winship, 

Nathaniel Farmer, 

Prince Estabrook (colored) 

Jedidiah Munroe, 

Francis Brown, wounded in the afternoon. 

CAMBRIDGE. 






Wounded in 
the Morning. 



William Marcy, 
Moses Richardson, 
John Hicks, 
Jason Russell, 
Jabish Wyman, 
Jason Winship, 
Samuel Whittemore, 
Samuel Frost, 
Seth Russell, 



> Killed. 



KiUed. 



Wound. 



Wounded. 
> Missing. 



CONCORD. 



Charles Miles, 
Nathan Barnet, 
Abel Prescott, 



Wounded. 



6 



9 



Missing. 



28 



NEEDHAM. 



Lieut. John Bourn, 
Elisha Mills, 
Amos Mills, . 
Nathaniel Chamberlain, 
Jonathan Parker, 
Eleazer Kingsbury, 
Tolman, 



V Killed. 



\ 



Wounded. 



SUDBURY. 



Josiah Haynes, 
Asahel Reed, 
Joshua Haynes, Jun. 



I Killed. 
Wounded. 



ACTON. 



Capt. Isaac Davis, 
Abner Hosmer, 
James Heywood,* 



Killed. 



BEDFORD. 



Jonathan Wilson, 
Job Lane, 



Killed, 
Wounded. 



WOBURN. 



Asahel Porter, 
Daniel Thompson, 
George Reed, 
Jacob Bacon, 
Johnson, 



I KiUed. 
> Wounded. 



MEDFORD. 



Henry Putnam, 
William Polly, 



} 



Killed. 



CHARLESTOWN. 



James Miller, 
C. Barber's son, 



} 



Killed. 



Killed. I Wound. 1 Missing. 



^ * Killed in Lexington, at the honse formerly owned by Benjamin 
Fisk, He was coming to the house, and met a Briti^ soldier coming 
out. They both took aim and fired, and both felL 



WATERTOWN. 


Joajpb Ooolidge, 


Killed. 


FRAjnNGHAM. 


Daniel Homenway, 


WmmJed. 


DEDHAM. 




Elias Haven, 
Israel Ererott, 


mii,d. 

Wmnded. 



STOW. 
Daniel Conant, Woiatded. 

ROXBUBY. 
Elijali Scaver, Miising,. 

BROOKLINa 
Isaac OardDcr, Esq. Killed. 

BILLBRICA. 



John Nickols, 
Timothy Blanch ud, 



CHELMSFORD. 



SALEM. 
Benjamin Herce, KiUed. 

NEWTON. 

Noah Wiawall, Wounded. 

DANVEBS. 

Henrj Jacobs, 

Samuel Cook, 

Ebenezer G old th wait, 

George Southwick, J- KiUed. 

Beojiimin Da land, 

Jotbam Wobb, 

Parte; Putoam, 



KUIed. 


Woand. 


1 




1 


1 




1 


1 






2 


1 


2 


7 


1 



30 



Nathan Patnam, 
DeoDis Wallace, 
Joseph Bell, 



} 



Wounded. 
Musing. 



BEVERLY. 



Reahen Kenyme, 
Nathaniel Cleves. 
Samuel Woodbury, 
William Dodge, 3d, 



LYNN. 



Abednego Ramsdell, 
Daniel Townsend, 
William Flint, 
Thomas Hadlej, 
Joshua Felt, 
Timothy Munroe, 
Josiah Breed, 



KiOed. 
Wounded. 



KiUtd. 

Wounded. 
Missing. 



j Killed. 


' Wound. 

* 


1 




i 






1 




1 1 

1 


1 
1 

3 




4 


2 


1 


49 


86 


5 



The enemy lost 65 killed : 180 were wounded, and 28 taken 
prisoners. Holmes*s Annals. 

An English account, published in the Historical Collections, 
states their loss to have been 73 killed, 174 wounded, and 26 
missing. 



jt^IfSilEiJ^HS. 



I, EujAB SiHDEBBOiT, of Siileni, ii 



the ( 



inty or Essex, c&blnat- 



In the spring of 1779, I rcsiiieil at Lcxini^ton, and had resided thcra 
then more chnn n year. In the spring; of that year, the offlceva of the 
Brilish re^lar troops in BL>ston were freqocnlly making oxi^nrjioTia, in 
Buiall parties, into the coanlry, nnd often, is the onrly pnrt of the day, in 
plensant weather, ptisscd through Lcxinj^too, and usually were seen re- 
tumins before evening. I lived then on the main rood, about Ihree 
quarters of a mile east of the meetin£;-hoiue. 

On the ovening of the 18ih April, 1775, we saw a parly of offleera pass 
up from Boston, all dressed in blua wrappers. The unusually lato hour of 
their passing excited the attention of the citizens. I look my gun and 
tartridgo-lios, and, thinking something must be going on raoro than com- 
mon, walked up to John BuokmaiTs tavern, near Iho mucling-hunse. 
After some conversation among Che citizens assembled thorc, an old gca- 
tloman advised, that someone should follow those odicDra, and endeavour 
to ascertain ihelr object. I then observed, Ihat, if any ono would lot me 
have a lioroB, I would go in pursuit. Thaddeus Harrington told me, I 
might take his, which was there. I took his, and Solookon Brown propos- 
ed to accompany me on his own horse. Jonathan Loring also went wilh 
na. We etartcd, probably, about nina o'clock; and we agreed, if we 
caald Und the officers, wo would return nnd give informatioa, as the fears 
were, thil their object was, to come back in the night, and seize Hnncock 
and Adams, nnd Ciirry then) into Boston, It had been rumoured, cliat the 
Brilisli officers had thrfutcued, that Hancock and Adams should not 
Slav at Lexiogloii. Tlicy luid been boarding some time at Parson Clark's. 

Wb stt out In purjuit. Juit before wa got to Brooks's in Lincoln, 
while riding along, we were slopped by nine British officers, who were 
paraded across the road. They were all mounted. One rode op and 
seized my bridle, and another my arm, and one put his pistol to my 
breast, and told me, if I resisted, I was a dead man. I asked, what he 
wanted. He replied, he wanted to detain me a litile while. Ho ordered 
me to get off niy horse. Several of them distiiouuled and threw down the 
wall, and led us into the Held. They examined and questioned us where 
wo were going, &c Two of them staid in the road, and the other soveu 
with us, relieving each other from time to time, They detaTnod nain 
that vieinily till a quarter past two o'clock at night. An officer, who 
look out hi» walch, infoimod mo what the timD waa. It was a bright 
moon.light after the rising of the moon, and a pienaant evening. Dm-ing 
our detention, ihej pat many ijuca^ona to us, which I evaded. They 
kept UB separately, and treated ns very civilly. They particularly in- 
quired where Hancock and Adams wen:; also about the population. 
^ lOne said, "Yon've been numbering the inhabitants, hav'n'c yeV I 

i him how many it was reported there were, One of them spoke up 




vkid H maMj <{BHtiBm u a jaskcc cooU. 

Wfail* «c «ete mdn dcKstioii. tlKT loak tm) otlicr prisoncn, o 
Allea. > oDc-baaded pelkr, and CuL iVHil Jtmtv: alio, Uif; alleniL . 
(d la Mop a laaa oa bonctiact, *bir, we maDtdiatrljr afier utiilcniliM^ 
«■> Dr. PraacoM'a iiib. Be mat aell nkmiMcd, aiiii. aba inming rrom 
■1m road into ihe &dd to>aid n^ be p«t tuan lo hu bom ami Mcaped. 
Stmal of the officcn pTincJ hio, bat tontd not o>«nake (lini. 

After ibcT bad takcB Kcrcrt. tbt? Inooeht hun wiihin half a rod of 
^Ih«idl^ *- --•■ ■•-— -'■--' - ■-- 

oat Df'BocloIi nnr 

fimple had licfn senl out to giit JBdinnBlioD to (ho OHintiT, aod 
cnoDch la ^l fiftr mila, 1 iroalil hire leDOuvd one shot Inun yon, be- 
forv 1 wvBld bare foffcrrd vou to baiv «ti>|>p«d nw/^ Upoti ibv, lb<^ 
wmt a litilc uiale and connwd locclber. TtiFj then oideicd mO lo DH- 
■ie my boat, (abii^h naa lied lo a litt!« tiiicfa.) and moan 
kept u> in ibe middle of lbs rood, and rode on esdi side of 
went lovard Lexiogton. Tlic; took aU of m, (Reien, Lorin^, 
Brown, and uijkII!.) Mi bone not tt'inp svift, aiKl liiej Hdiag nt 
ndenible tpoM, one of the offieen (itis^cd mj liorsc fonrard. b; EtrikI 
btm with b'a hnn^. Wbeii ne bid aitiTed witbin bfij orone boD-'- 
rods of iba nieotisg-hoDSC, Lociog (ns be altEcwBrdi infonacd tnc) 
tbcm, " The bell's a tiapog, the town's alu-mod, and foa're alt i 
mm." Thev then stopped — eonferred together. One then disiDoni 
and ocdcitd me to dismonnl, and raid to me, -"i mnat do tod an injn17.fl 
1 atkeil, what he wns goinp to do to me now ! He made no rrplj, twL 
with bis baiiger cot mj biidle and einb, and Iben nioanled, and tb^ 
rode in a K<iod smart trot on toward Button. Wo then tnrncd off lb pass 
tbroogb the Ewnnip, through ibe luml and water, intending to nnire at 
Ibc tnecting-faonse berois thej conld pass, to give infonntition to onr peo- 
ple. Josl bi^fore thej got in tli-i meeting- boose, the; had halted, 
wliirh Jed na to hope, wc iboald get there first ; but tbej' aooii started aS 
again at full speed, and we saw no more of them. 

I went (o the tavern. The ciliirns were eoming and going; some 
went down 10 find nhetber tiie British were coming ; soioe CBine back, 
and snid there was no truth in it. I went into tbc tavern, and, after a 
while, went to sleep in mj chnir by lUe tire. In a short time after, tba 
drum bent, nnd I ran ont to the commou, where the mililja mre pnrading. 
The captain ordeied them to fall in. I then fell in. 'Twas all in the al- 
most basle. The British troops went then coming on in foil sight. I had 
no mnskct, having sent it home, the night prevjons, b; mj brelber, beforo 
I (tnrtcd for Concord ; and, refjccliog I was of no ax, 1 stepped ont 
again from the conipanj ntionl tico rods, and was gnxing at the Brilish, 
coming on in fnll eorcer. ScTCniI mounted British officers were, forward ; 
I think, five. The commander rode np, with his pistol in his hand, on a 
canter, tbe olhen folioiving, lo about eight or ten rods from the company, 
perhaps nearer, and ordtred lliem to dispcrie. The words he n^ed ivera 
liHrab, I cannot remember them cxdciIj. Ho Iben snid, "Fircl" nnd lio 
ftivd bis own pistol, and the other officers soon fired, and wiih that tho 
main bodj cnme np and tired, bnt did not take aghU The; loaded again 
US soon M pospilile. All was smoke when the fool lircd. 1 heard no parti- 
calur orders afler what the conmander tint said. I looked, and, seeing no- 
bod/ fall, thought to be sure tlw; cnnldn't be firing bulla, and I did'nt 
move off. After onr miiitia had dispersed. I satv tliem liring a' 
(Solomon Brown,) who was stationed behind a wall. 1 so 
■moke with the bnlJets hitting it. I then knew they were firing b 



33 



al'chcd right off 



After the trffi^r ml ex 

nnd ihen retreitcd. h 

Icji^eil it ju.1t nbouc tlis l[iae I wcni ftiviiy. In a m 

British musick struck up, and tlieir troups paraded, ii 

for Con<^ord. 

I went homo after my pnn, — fuund it was pono. My brother hnd it. I 
relumed to iho mocting-houiB, and law to the doail. I snw blood whero 
tlie column of ihe British had stood when Solomon Brown firoU nt ihem. 
Tbt9 wna iisreriil roila fiiim whera any of our miliiin. elood ; and I Iben 
suppoiiod, an well m the rest or na, that tbnt was the blood of the Britiab. 

I asBialed in ciirrj'inE aome of the dead inlo the moetinc-bouae. 

Some days beroni )bo halllo. I waa conversing wilb jonns Parker, who 
wng killed, and beard iilin oxpreas hi3 dctorminiltion never to run Iron 
lieibre the Brttisb troopa. 

In the Bftemoun I saw the rcinroTMiment come up ander Lord Percy. 
I then had no mnakec, and retired 10 EBiabrook's Hill, whence I savr 
the reinforcement meet ibe troops retraining from Concord. Whon they 
met, they halted some time. After this, they set firo to Ueacou Loring « 
barn; tben to his house; then to widow MuUiken's bouse; then to the 
shop of Nathaniel Mulllken. a wati-h and clock maker; and to tbe 
bouse and shop of Joshua Bond. All these were near the pluce where 
ibe reinrorcemeuta took refrcshmatila. Tiiey hove firo inlo floveml other 
bnildings. It was estinguished after their retreat. 

During the day, the women and cbiidren hnd been so scattered and 
dispersed, that most of them were out of the way when the rcinforce- 

I now own the musket, which I then owned, nnd which my brother 
had that day, and totd nie ho fired at the British with it. 

ELIJAH SANDERSON, 

Coimoin/rEXiTa of BlASBAciitrsETTe. 
t. Dscemier 17(A, 1S21.— Then llio nbovc-nnmcd Elijah San- 
derson, a gcnttcmnii of truth nnd respectability, enbscribed and made 
o&ili to tbe ahovC'Writlen ntlld'ivit, heforo 

Bl^NJ. MEBBILL, Jiut. Pcatx and Quorum. 



n 



No. 2. 



I, WiLLUU McsaoQ, of Lexington, on oath do testify, that I acti;d as 
ordtrly sergeant in iho company commanded bi- Cspt. Jolm Parker, on 
the 19th of April, IT'S; that, carlv la the evening of the 18th of the 
same April, I was informed by Solomon Brown, wbn farul juat relnmcd 
from Boston, thnt be hnd seen nine British officers on the road, travelling 
leisurely, lometlmes before nnd sooictimcs behind him; that he bad dis- 
corered, hy the occnsinnHl blowing aside of their top eo;ita, tlint tbcy 
vei'e armed. On learning this, I supposeil they had some design upou 
Hanrock and Adams, who were then at the house of the Key. Mr. Clark, 
and immcdialol; asseinbled a |;nard of eipht men. with their arms, to 
guard the honso. About mi<lni)>bi. Col. PanI Bevere rode np and re- 
quested admittance. I totd him the family had just retired, and hnd re- 
quested. Ibut they might not be disturbed by any noise nboiit the house. 
" Noise !" said he, " you'll bnve noise enough before long. The rrgnlara 
coming ont." We then permitted liim to pass. Soon nfter, Mr. Ljn- 
I came. These gentlemen came dillereaE routes. Kcvcra came over 
ferry to Clmrlestown, and Lincoln over tbe neck through Boxburj; 

6 




I 



«nd bolb brongliE letters from Dr. Wbttcq Id Boston ._ _ 

AdnniR, atalfni;, ibnt a large body of Bri^sh troops bad left Boalon, nnd 
were on ibcir iiiardi to Lexington. On tliis, it wns thought advisable, 
that Uanrock and Adsina should vritbdraw ta some disuuit part of tlia 
town. To this Hancock consented with ereot reluctance, and aaid, as 
he went off, " If I hnd my musket, I wonld never turn my back upon 
these troop)!." I however conducted tliern to the north part of ibe 
town, and then returned to the mccting-hoase, nhere 1 arrived at aixiac 
IKO o'clock on the morning of the 19th. On the arrival of Col. Kevere, 
Iho alarm had been given, and, on my return, I found CapL Parker and 
bis militia compnnj' pamdcd on ihc common, a lirilc in ihc rcur of the 
inectinirhouBe. About that lime, one ol our messengers, who had been 
sent lownrd CambridgB to get inlbtmatioa of Iho movement of the regn- 
Inrs, reiumcd and re|>orted, that he could not learn, that there were any 
troops on itie road Irom Boston to Iiejtin[;(on, which raised some dooM^ 
Ri to tlieir coming, and Cnpt. Farker dismissed his company, with 
to aswmble again at the beat of the drnm. Between day-light and 
rise, Capi. Thaddetis Bowman inde up nud informed, tfaat the regul 
were near. The dium v,ts then ordered to be beat, and 1 was ci 
manded by Cspi. Parker lo pnr.tde the company, which I accordiaf 
did, in two rankt, a few rods northerly of the mertJng.housa. 

When Iho British troops had arrived within about a hundred rod* .. 
■lie meeting- ho use, as I was afterwards told by a prisoner, which we took,, 
"they heard our drum, and supposing it to be a cballenge, they were 
D'dcred to load their muskets, and lo more at donblo quick lime."- 
Tliey earns np almost upon a mn. Col. i^niith and Mnj. Pitcairn rode 
up some roda in advance of iheir troops, and within a few rods of our 
company, and exeluimed, "Lay down year arms, yon rebels, and dis- 
perse I" and immediately fired his pistil. Pitcaim then advanced, and. 
after a moment's convcrsBtion with Col. Stuith. he advanced with his 
troops, and, finding we did not disperse, they being within four rods of 
us, he brought his sword down with great force, and said to hia men, 
" Pire, damn ^ou, (ire 1" The front platoon, consisting of eicht or nine, 
than fired, wilhont killing or wonnding any of our men. They imnie-^ 
dlalely gave a second fire, when our company began to retreat, and, as 
1 1^ the Held, I Eaw a person firing at the British troops from Buckmnn'a 
hack door, which was nciir our leti, where I was parading the men when 
I retrentcd. I wns anerward told, of the truth of which* 1 have no 
doubt, that the enme perran, aflcr firing from Iho hack door, went to tlie 
front door of Buckman's house, and fired there. How many of oitr 
rompany fired before they retreated, I cannot sn; ; but I am confidont 
soneof'lhem did. When the British troops enmc np, I saw Jonas Par- 
ker standing in the ranks, with his balls and flints in his hat, oti the 
groutid, between his fact, aud heard him declare, ihni he would never 
ran. Ho wv shot down at the second fire of iho Biiiish, and, when I 
left. I saw him strngglitig on the ground, attempting to load his gun, 
whith I have no doubt lio had once discharged at the British. As he 
lay on the ground, thev run him throngh with the bayonet. In the course 
of tlie day, I win on ific ground where the British troaps were when they 
finthcnrd our drum beat, which was about one hundred rods below the 
meeting- house, and saw the ends of a largo number, I should judge two 
hnniired, of cartridges, which they had dropped, when ihcy clinrRed their 
pieces. About noon, I wns at the nonh part of the town, at the house of 
s Mr. Simond!, where I saw the hue Col. Baldwin, who informed me, 
that he had the custody of some prisoners, that hnd been pot under his 
charge, and requested' 10 know of me what should be done with them. 
I yave my opinion, that ihcy should be sent to that part of Wobnrn, now 
Bnrlington, or to Clielmsfoi-d. On tlie return of the British troops from 
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Concord, thcT stopped at my lavem homo in Lexington, anfl drMwS 
thoir woundcil. I fiaii left niyhoiiSBin the oaro of a Inme nian, by i lie 
name of Baymond, wiin supplied them with whalevor the iionse ntfurdcd, 
and afterward, when ho wits lenvins the houna, ho vraa shot by the 
ti^nlars, and found dead within a fuw rodi of the hOds?. 

WILLIAM MUNROE. 
MlontESEx, ~lh March, 1825. — Then personally appcnccd tho aforo- 
Bsid William Munroe, and made oath to thu truth of the aforegoing allida- 
Tit, bv him subscribed, before me, 

AJVtOS MUZZY, Justice Peace. 



No. 3. 

I, John Munkoe, af Lnxington, a collec'or of tolls for tho Middlesex 
TnrnpikB, being in the aOTenty-aBvonth year of my BRe, on oath do depose 
and sny, tiiat I nas a corpnral in the LexinctoD company of militin, wbieh 
was commanded by the lute Capt. John Parker, In the year 1775 ; that, 
'for some weeks prerions to Ibo 19th of April of that year, tlic compgny 
^jras frequently called out Hir cxeriiae, ami dealred to furnish oursetves 
with nrin.4 and amntnnition, and to be in constant readiness for nclian. 

On the momins of the 19th, at niiont two o'clock, a,% near as I can recol- 
lect, Francis Broim, who was scrcreant in the same company, called me 
ont of my bed, and said, the British troopi had left Boston, and were on 
their march to Lexinglon. I immediately repaired to the place of parade, 
which was the coinmon, adjoining tho meeCing-bouse, where sixty 
or seTcniy of the company had assomblod in arms. Capt. Parker 
ordered the roll to bo called, and every tnan lo load hia pieno with 
powder and ball. After remaining on parade some time, and thora 
teine no further accoimts of the approach of the regulars, we wore 
dismissed, bat ordered lo remain within cnll of the drum.' About 
day-light, Capt. Porker had infbrmatioo, that a regiment of British 
troops ncre near, and immediately ordered the dram boat to arms. 
I took my station on the right. While the company were collecting, 
Capt. Pflrker, then on tho left, gave orders for e7ery man to stand 
hia ground^ntil ho should Drier ihom to leave. Many of the company 
had withdrawn A n considerablo distance, and, by the time sixty or seventy 
of them had collected, tlie drum still beatin;; to arms, the front ranks of 
the British troops appeared within twelve or fil^n rods of our lino. 
They continued their march to within about eight rods of as, when an 
officer on horseback, Lt. Col. Smith, who rode in front of the troops, ex- 
claimed, " Lay down your arms, and disperse, yon rebels 1" Finding onr 
company kept their ground, Col. Smith ordered hia troops to Jire. This 
order not being obeyed; he then said to them, "G — d damn you, firs 1" 
The front platoon then dischai^ed their pieces, and, another order being 
given to fire, there was a general dischargo from the front ranks. After 
the first fire of the regulars, I thought, and so stated to Bbeneier Munroe. 
Jnn. who Blood next to me on the loft, tbat they had fired nothing but 
powder ; but, on the second firing, Munroe said, they had Bred someliiiag 
more than powder, for ho had received a woand in bis arm ; and now. 
BBid he, to nso his own words, " I'll give them the gnla of my gun." We 
tlicn both took aim at tho main body of tho British troops, — the smoko pre. 
Tenting onr seeing any tiling but the heads of some of their horscfl, — and 
discharsed oar pieces. After the second liro from the Briliah troops, I 
distinctly saw Jonas Farher strn<^ling on tho ground, with hia gun in his 
apparently attempti ' '" " " ■"''-'- 



lanp,! 



n him Ihrongh with the bayonet, and killed him on the spot. 




. . . KCmr.d lime, n-iih iwo hnlls, nnd. on (irins "I the BrilUh, ilw 
Wrtnpili of ibe chnrua look off abojit a fooi of mv (;iiti bBrrrl. 

Such wna ihe fcctieral ronfiiiiion. nnil eo murh 'fit ing on the T«n of tha 
Briiiih. ihnl h v/m impo»lble for ma to know ibc numlnT of otir men, 
wild flrcd immeiliiitcly on rcwivinit ihc scrond fire from ihe British 
troop» ; hut rhal romc of ihrm flied, bwiclM Elienrzcr Manroe and 
mywlf, I nm very conflilenl. The rrculnr* kopt up « fire, in «II dirertioas, 
HI iuntt ni Ihiy conld tee n mnn of our cotnpany in nmi*. Ijuc Huiet, 
Jonntlinn Hnrrinj/lim, nnd my fnthcr, Koljcri Munroe. were fbnnd dead 
iKnr th« plncc where onr line wns rormcd. Siimtiel Hadley and John 
Brown Item killrd alter they Imil gotlm off the common, Asahel Por- 
ter, et Wohnnt, who hnd liccn iikrn n prisoner hy the Biiii^h on (heir 
march lo Lexinclon, nitempti-d 1o ntnke hia ercnpo, nnd was shot within 
n few r<ii)a of llii: conirooil. Cfllcb Harrtnclun was sTiot doivn on nltenipt- 
fnic 10 trarci ihe mceiliiu-hoiiK, nbiTQ he nnd GOioc others had gon^ 
Wforv Itic BriliKh loldieri cnmo up, for [he purpobs of removing a qnaiir 
lily of rnwiirr ihm wns stored theie. 

On Ihe iM'TTiiii!: 'i( rbi- Iflilt, iwo of the Riiiiah Eoldiers, who were ia 
tho ri'nr 111 di" 11111I11 hiiiiy of [hdr troops, vera tiiken prisoneis and di»- 
nnno'l In ■mi 11.1 n. uikI. ':• liiilc ufier sun-rse, Ihry were put under iho 

cnrn i>r 'J li n II. ^^■i^nl■ll nnd mTFclf, wiih ordirs to march Ihcra lo 

WoliiiMi I'lrriiiri. pijw Iliii liii(;ton. We comluclcd Ihcm GS far as Cept. 
JnmcH Hcii'rH, wUav ihcy «cic put inlo vuaiody of foino orhfr per- 
■an>,butwliomIdonotnow rciollcct. JOHN MUKROB. 

HltfpI-MltX, M. Dicrmber SSlli, IBS-I.— Then Hie nhOTO-tiRined John 
Miimoe iimdeonth lo llio iruih of the for?eO'"g uffidnvii, by him suU- 
■crlbrd, btfore me, 

NATHAN CHANDLEli, Justice of the Peace. 
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I, KnxNiixitii MuxROK, of Ashhiinilmm, in the county of Worccilor, 

•nd cumiiionweBllb of Mnssiichuselie, in ihe sevrmy-lbird year o' 
■ca, on onth deuon and sny, thai I wna nn inhiiliilnni of IJeKingli ^ 
tlin coimiTof MhditU'Bex in ilio j-eur 1775; thut, durinc»ihe flighi of iha 
18ih of April of ihni ycnr, I naa nlnrmid by one Micnh Niigles, who 
■Uled, ihRt 1I10 Briti-h [roopii were on titeir mnrch from Boston, ond ihot 
Liviil, Tiild rc(iiieBloil inyiclf nud oihera to meet on the common na soon 
H |ioiialhlo. 1 ni'i'didl'i^'ly ri'ptiited In the cnminoti, (ho ueunl plnee of 
pnriide, whcrr I lomiil Oijit. Piirkcr, nod. I sliontd thinli, about forty of the 
tompnny bml rr.lifiii.l. Tbu wFBIhcr Lcinj; rmhcr chilly, iificr calling 
(ba loH, WB iicri; ilisiiiinsfil, but ordered to remain within call of the drum. 
Tho men i;c(iri;illi* iioiit inlu iho tavern 'adjoining ihe common. In the 
nenn limi', piiMum wuc sent toward BoBlun to get some intelligence, if 
polflhio, of ibo fcculani. Tho Inal person sent wns Tlinddeiu Bowman, 
who raturneil between dayJiKlit and snn rise, nnd informed Capt. Parker, 
Ihnt tho Brili'h lionpn wcro within n mile of ihe mectlne-hunEC. Capt. 
Fiirker immcdlKlely ordered ihc drum l>cat to arms. I wks the f1r-t Ihnt 
Jollowed iln diutn. I look my Einiion on tho iij;lit of our line, which waa. 
formed from lis W ten rodi back of the meeiinK-bouEe, facinR -souih^J 
About Mveiity of our company lisd asscmhlcil when the British troopBij 
appeared. Some tf onr men went into tiio meeiinir-liDnee, where ih( 
lown'g pon dir was heiil, fur Ihu purpose of rcplmisliinc. iheir Block ol 
nnimuniiion. Whin tlie rcjzulnrs linil nrrivtd wirhin liyhlyor one hoic' 
drcd rods, ibcy, iK'triiig our drum bent, haJtcd, charged their giuiB, 



ho • 



ST 



JbniUed dwlr ttxkM, and msrchcd 
dered h' - . . 



r'J! 



mick step. Capl. Farker n 



hi& men to Etsnd Ibeir ground, and not to molest tl 
i tmy mcrtdkd with us. The Biitish troops cntne up dircrtty in 
our front. Tlio rommnndini; olliccr ndrnnced within a few rods of as, 
and exclaimed, " Disperse, you damned rcbola 1 ;du dogs, run I — Kush on 
my bojs !" nnd fired his pisiol. Tiio lire from their frnnt ranks foon 
followeil. After iho first fire, I received a wound in my arm, and then, 
as I turned to run, I discharged my gnu into the main body of the enemy. 
Aa J fir&l, my fnro being toward tiifm, one ball cot off a part of One of 
my car locks, which was then pinned up. Another ball jiaased tietwocn 
my nrm and my body, and jast marked my clothes. Tho firat firo of tbe 
British was r^ular; after Ihet, they firrd prom iscoon sly. As we rctrest- 
ed, one of our onmpany, Bcnjumin Sampson, I believe, who was running 
with me, turned his piece ami fired, Wlien I fired, I perfectly well rerol- 
lect of taking aim at tiiB regulars. The smoke, however, prcrenlcd my 
being able to ecq mnny of ihcm. The balls S\ev so tliick, I thought 
there was no clmnee Ibf escape, nnd that I might as well liie my gnu as 
Mand still and do nothing. 1 am eonlldent, tliat it was the determiaatioii 
of most of our company, in case they were lircd upon, to return the Sru, 
I did not hear Ciipt. Faikcr's orders to his company to disperse. Wlien 
tlio Brilinh cnme np in front of the meclinj;-bauso, Jushua Simonds iraB 
in the upper gallery, an open cnsk of powder stending: near him, and tie 
afiorwDi'd told me, tlint he coikcd his eun and placed the mnizte of it 
doio tu the cask of powder, and determined to "touch it off," in coed the 
troops hnd corao into the gallery. Aflor onr compony had all diapersrd. 
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and (he British .hail done firing, Ihcy gave llifea cheers. After ihcy had 
marehcd off fur Coneoni, wo took two prisoners, nlio were considiYahlj 



tuuk two prisoners, nlio v 
in the rear of the main body. I cariied iheir arms into Buekmnn'i 
tBTcm, nnd they nerc taken by soma of our men, who had none of thvir 
own. Ibelievcil, at tho time, that some of oar shots must have done cx- 
ecntion. I was afterward confirmed in this opinion, by llio obEervalions 
of some prisoners, whom wo took in the afteineon, who stutctl, tiiat one 
of their soldiers was wounded in llie thigh, and that n 



»of tlieir soldieri 
a shot IbroQgli I: 
Mll>DLESEI.l 
Mid Ehcnezer I 
ItetemcDt, bc^rt 
I, WlLMAM 



I. Srf April, I 



EBENliZER MUNROE. 



STEPHEN PATCH, Justice Peace. 



No. 5. 
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I, WlLMAM TiDB, of Lexinelon, in the connty of Middlesex, do 
leBiify and declare, that I was a lieuienant in the company of Lexington 
mililin, eommamlod by Capt. John Pi\rkor. in the year 1775; 1 hot, pre- 
vious to tlio 19ih of April of that ^ear, it was expected the British would 
soon eummence hostilities upon Ihc then Fravincial!! ; that said company 
freqnenily met for cKorciao, tho bi^ltcr lo bo prepared for defence; that, 
on the evening previous lo Iho 19th, n number of tho militia mot at my 
house fur tlie above purpose; that, aboot two o'clock on the moninff of 
tho 19th. I was notified, that, the evening previous, several of the British 
olfirerd liad betn discovered riding up and down (lie road loading to 
Concmd ; that tliey bad detained and insulted the passing inhabitants ; 
aad ihiit a Ixidj of the regulars were tlieti on the march from Boston to- 
ward* Lexington ; — I ihvn immcdiateiy repaired to the parade gruutid of 
said company, wlicre. af^cr its assemblage and roll call, we were dis- 
missed by Cnpt. Piirker, wilti orcieia lo asacmlilo at the bunt of the 
J. — .L_. .. ^|,y^^ jjj.Q o'clock of said morning, iaiellij;ence was te- 
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NEEDHAM. 

Lieut. John Bourn, 
Elisha Mills, 

Amos Mills, . > Killed, 

Nathaniel Chamberlain, 
Jonathan Parker, 
Eleazer Kingsbury, , 

Tohnan, ) 

SUDBURY. 



Wounded. 



Josiah Haynes, 
Asahel Reed, 
Joshua Haynes, Jun. 



} 



Killed. 
Wounded. 



ACTON. 



Capt. Isaac Davis, 
Abner Hosmer, 
James Heywood,* 



Killed. 



BEDFORD. 



Jonathan Wilson, 
Job Lane, 



Killed. 
Wounded. 



WOBURN. 



Asahel Porter, 
Daniel Thompson, 
George Reed, 
Jacob Bacon, 
Johnson, 



I Killed. 
> Wounded. 



MEDFORD. 



Henry Putnam, 
WilUam Polly, 



} 



Killed. 



CHARLESTOWN. 



James Miller, 
C. Barber's son. 



} 



Killed. 



Killed. 



Wound. 



Missing. 



* Killed in Lexington, at the honse formerly owned by Benjamin 
Fisk« He was coming to the hoase, and met a British soldier coming 
out. They both took aim and fired, and both fell. 



WATERTOWN. 

Josopb Coolidgc, Killed. 

FRAmNGHASf. 
Daoiel Hemcaway, Wounded. 

DEDHAM. 
Elias Haven, Killed. 

IsTEiel Ererett, Wounded. 

STOW. 

Daniel Conant, Wounded. 

EOXBURY. 
Elijah Soaver, Missing.. 

BROOKLINB. 
Isaac Gardner, Esq. Killed. 

BILLBRICA. 

y Wounded. 
CHELMSFORD. 

Wounded. 



John Nickols, 
Timothy Blanchard, 



Aaron Chamberlain, 
Oliver Barron, 



SALEM. 
Benjainin Pierce, Killed. 

NEWTON. 
Noob Wiswall, Wounded. 

DANVERS. 

Honry Jacobs, 1 

Samael Cook, 

Ebenczer Goldthnait, 

George Soutliwick, }■ KiUed. 

Benjiniin Daland. 

Jothara Wcljh, 

Peiley Fatnam, J 



KJJl«d. 


TTonnd 


1 




1 


I 




1 


1 


2 




2 


1 


1 


7 






tnas, I imtntdiiitely repiiired tc wliere oar couipinj vera fast asswrnbiine ; 

thot wbeo about eixlj- or serenly of ihem had taken post, the British 

~^ " ";ro advancing on a quick march towards 

le nf their officfln say, "Laj down joar 

They then firad apon ns. I then re- 

~ra9 pursued aboat [iiirty roda by nn offi- 

1 be Mnj- Piteaim ) callini; out to mp, 

J. .A .■> — 1 found I could not escape 



had arriTod wiihin sight, ai 
tw, when I distinctly heard oi 
arms and disperse, ye rebels I" 
irentod up ilie nonh road, and t 
Mr on horsehnck, (supposed ^ 



him, nnlcsi I left the ronrt. Therefore I Epran;; oi-er a 



. TJeamher SS, 1 824.— Willinm Tidd, nforemeniioned, 
petsonally mntle oalh to the truth of the roTcgoiag deeUration, by him 
■ub5cril>ed, tic fore 

NATHAN cnASDLER, Justiet of ,he P«.o«. 



I, Natius Mctkboe. of LexiQKlon, in the connry of Middlesex mA 
Slate of MaaaachuBetis, do lescify and any, that I was enrolled as a soldier 
in the eompnny coimuandod by Capt. John Parker of said Lexington, in 
the year 1775 ; and, knonin» that several Brili&h officers went np Uie road 
towards Concord in the eiening of the ISth of April of said year, I. with 
Benjamin Tidd, at the rcqaci't of my captain, went to Bedford in the 
eveninc:, and natilied the inbabltants tlirongh the town, to the p-eot road at 
Merriam's Comer, so called, in Coneord, and then relumed to Lexington. 
When nrrived at the common, the bell was nn^ing, and the company 
coUecline. I immediately pot my arms and went to the parade. Qipt. 
Parter eave ordera to ns to load onr gnna, but not to fire, nnlces wo were 
Bred upon first. About five o'clock in the morning, ihc Britisli made 
[heir appearance at the east end of the meeting-house, near where oitr 
men were, and immediately commenced firing; on ns. I got oicr the 
wall into Buckman's Innd. about six rods from the British, and then earn- 
ed and lired at them. About the middle of the forenoon, Capt. Parker, 
baring collected part «f Ilia company, marched them towards Concord, 
I being with them. We met the regulars in the bounds of Lincoln. 
about noon, retreating towards Bustnn. Wc fired on them, and continu- 
ed BO to do until thcT met their reinforcement in LeiinKton. , 

NATHAN MUNROE. 
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MmPLEBEX, PS. 

named Nathan Mun 
to the seme, before n 






)N. Decamber 22, ' 



AMOS MUZZY, Jaslice of the Ptaa. 



No. 7. 

I, Amob Lock, of Lexington, in the county of Middlesex, taslify and 
declare, that, between two and three o'clock on the morning of April 
the tilth, 177li, I hcnrd the hell ring, which I considered as an alarm, 
in conteqnence of n report, thai, John Hancock and Samnel Adams wera 
■t the house of the IUt. Jonai CUtk, and that it was expected, the Bri- 



^ 



n late them. Therefore 



repaired, with all possible speed, to the n 



Lock and mjBetF, 



c found ibe milili 



Kgulara bolwcen Bustnn a 



a up tlie rond nitli a report, tbat then 



ing ; but, shorlly afier, 



I Lexingloi 



r fiimilics. Wo had 



Consequently w 
t proceeded iar, before 



conclnded 



P 



firing: upon ivbieh we immcdiatclj relnrnoil, coming np lonnrda the 
enstcrl; side of the comnion, where, under the cover of a wali, abuat 
twentj rods distant from iho common, where the British then were, wa 
found Asa,hcl Porior, of Woburn, Bhot through the body; npon which 
£benc2cr Loci: look nim, nnd diwharged hia ^tin at ihe Britons, who 
were tlien but about twenty rods from us. We then feli back u short 
distance, nnd the enemy, eoob nner, cninmenced their march for Concord. 
AMOS LOCK. 
Middlesex, es. December 39, 1824.— Then the nhovB-nanied Amoa 
IiOc'k pcrsoniilly appeared, end made oath to the truth of the forceoing 
affidavit, by him Eubseribed, Iwfore me, 

NATHAN CU&mil.-ER. Justice of Ike Peace. 



I, Joseph Uvdeewoob, of Lexinglon, in the seventy -sixth vcBiof my 
age, on oatli lio testify, thnt, oa the evening of the 18lh April, 1775, in 
conseqnence of a report, that some Briticli officers had passed thiough 
lowii toward Concord, about forty of the militia company assembled, early 
in the evening, at Bactmao'a tatora, near the meeting- house, for the par- 
pose of consulting wliac measures shanld be adopted- It was concluded 
to send persona lononi Concord to watch the luaiiouB of t)ie Briiiah oQ- 
cera ; and others towards Boston, to ascertnin if there were any moveinentB 
of the Briiiah troops. A gnard was stationed at the house of the liev. Mr. 
Clark, for the purpose ot protecting Unncock aJid Aduma, who were then 
reeiding at Mr. Clark'a. The first ceriaiu informadon we had of the ap- 
proaeh of the British troo|)S, waa given by Thnddeus Bowman, between four 
and Ave o'clock on the morning of the 19th, when Capt. Pucker's company 
were iammoncd by the beat of the drum, and the line formed. When the 
regnlnra had arrived witliin atwiit one hundred rode of our line, Chej charg- 
ed tlicir pieces, and then mored toward us nt a quick step. Some of oar 
men, on seeing lliem, proposed to quit the field . but Capt. Parker gave 
ordeiB for every man to stand his groimd, nnd said he would order the first 
man shot, thnt oflered to leave hia post. I stood very near Capt. Parker, 
when the repilars came np, and nm confident be did not order his men 
to disptrto, till the British troops had fired upon us tbe second lime. 

JOSEPH UNDERWOOD. 

MiDDLBeei, aa. T March, 1825. — Then personally appeared the said 
Joseph Underwood, and made oath to the within statement, by him lub- 
ttriboil, before mc, 

AMOS MUZZY, J«siice of Peace. 
— ^j;^-— 



I, Adijah HaJIRIKOTON', 

iConrt fmm the town of Lcxin°l 
ll lived nliont a mile and a naarti 
■After hearing the fli 



e of the representatives to Iho General 
n, ou oaih do testify, that, in April, 1J75, 
' heluw the meeting-hoaso in Lexington, 
orningof the 19th, and not gelling any 



any ot 




Concord, and, kt the distRnce of about un or twelra rods below the 

meEiinK-honae, where I was tolit the main hody of their troops slood, 
when ibey were fired upon by onr niililin, I distinctly snw b'.ooii on the 
);riiund, in Ihc road, and, ibe ground being n litlla dcscunilin;;, tlio blood 
jiad mn ulong the road shout six or eight feet. A day or t»o afior the 
19lh, I was telling Solomon Brown of the cirtnmalani-o of my liaving seen 
btooii in [he rond, nnd where it wa>^ He then sinicd (o mc, ibai hu lirvd 
in that direction, and the road was then full of regulars, and he thonght 
lie mast have Iiit some of ihem. 

I fnither Icsiify. that I hn.rc heard tbo late Dcnron Benjamin Braivn 
repentcdly say, thut he took a. British soldier prisuner, on the morning of 
the I9th, n few rods below the meeting-hoosc, immediately niter the rega- 
lars left the eommon lor Concord, aud look hU tinn from him. 

ABUAH HAKRINGTON. 

Middlesex, S9. ah April, 1635. — Tbi?n personally appeared iba 
aforesaid AUijih llarringtoo, and maJe OJlh to the aforegoing nffidaviti 

AMOS MUZZY, JusUci of Ptact. 



No. 10. ■ 

I, James Deed, of Gnrlingtoa, in ibo connty of Middlcaes and com- 
monwcnllli of Massurhnaetts, do testify and doclarc, that, soon alter the 
British troops had firoil np'in the inilitin at Lexington, on the morning of 
the 19lh of April, l;7.i, and had taken up their march towards Concunl, I 
arrived at ihe eommon, near the meeting- ha osc, where I found lereral of 
the mililin dead, and others wounded. I also saw a British noldicr mnreh up 
the road, ncai uiid inccting-honac, and Joshua Reed of IVobarn met him, 
and demanded bim to surrender, lie then took bis arms and equipments 
from him, and I took cliar^ of him, and took him to my house, tlien in Wo- 
bnrn Precinct. I also testify, (hut E. Wuish brought to mj house, Eoon after 
I relumed liome with my prisoner, two more of said British ln>o|!s ; and 
two more were immedi]itely hroogbt, and I suppose, by John Mnnroo and 
Thomas It. Willard of Lexington ; and I am confident, that one more was 
brought, hut by whom, I don't now recollect. All the nliovo prisoners 
were taken at Lexint;lon immcdialely after the main body had left the 
common, and were conveyed to my honse early in the momiiigi and I 
took charco of them. In the afternoon fire or six more of said Brilinh 
troops, that were taken prisoners in the afternoon, when on the retreat 
from Concord, were brought to my bouse and put under my ciie. To- 
wards evening, it was tbonght liest to remove ihem from my house. I, 
with the nsaisiance of some otliers, m]irched them To one JuhnHtn's in 
Woburn Precinct, and there kept a guard over them during the night. The 
a marched Ihem to Billcriea; but the people v 



.illtas « 



alarmed, and not 
Chelmsford, and there the p 
miltce of Safety cansenlcd to 
leaTO a goard. Accordingly, i 



leli there, we ihcn took them to 
were much trightcned ; but the Com- 
D tliem left, provided, that we would 
e of our men agrceil to stnv. 

JAMES It'EED. 



19, iaa3.— Then the ■ 
'i the aforenamed state 

AMOS UVZZr.Jaitictqf. 



led Jamet 
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